THURSTON COUNTY- TEARS OF DISCRIMINATION
WRITTEN BY BARBARA A. MICEK

Life seemed innocent before the necklace.
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countless hours to make.

Sarah has no idea such an exquisite piece of jewelry could cause such unpleasant
memories.
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exciting thing that had happened to her, and in her five-year-old world, it made

no difference that her friend was white and she was Native American. Still, it

would thrust Sarah into her earliest record of discrimination.
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The party was still a couple weeks away, and knowing all the other children would
KIS yS¢ RNBaasSax {INIK ¢FyiSR 2ySs
rich or poor. My mom got some coupons from the Salvation Army and | got a new
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make this round beaded medallion with pink pearl beads with a native design and

a daisy chain for a little girl. It took her a couple of days to make it. She made it
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There was no money for wrapping paper, so her mother lovingly wrapped the gift
in tin foil and made a bow out of ribbon.
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The day of the party finally arrived.
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mom walked me to the party. | rang the doorbell and remember being amazed at

the house. There was this big staircase and a chandelier hanging. And lots of little
girls, some even had white gloves on. There was even a clown handing out
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When it came time to open gifts, Sarah could barelyc2 Yy G F Ay G KS 'y G A OA
was so excited for her to get to my present because my mom made my present
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done opening the present yet when her grandmother came to me and had my
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Despite her plea, Sarah had to leave. As her friend ran to tell her good-bye,
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leaves beneath her feet and she struggled to recall the way home.

G L NEeMnking: what did | do? She even gave me the present back, so |
carried it back home with me. My mom was upset and asked what was | doing
here and | said | had to come home, so | gave her the little box. She asked what
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Though now grown and married with children of her own, Sarah LaPointe

Berridge still cannot repeat her childhood story without shedding tears. It is only

one such story in a lifetime of racial discrimination that she has experienced, yet,
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BUILDING THE BRIDGE
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was moved to Winnebago several times in history by the U. S. Government as well
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used to the open prairie so our people diminished to almost nothing at one point

because of the places they put us. We were able to survive (in Winnebago)
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Through the years, however, there was little employment for the people in
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people still lived. They migrated to Albert Lea where they found farm work. It was
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couple moved to Hayward and then back to Albert Lea while raising their four

children.

As Sarah was preparing for kindergarten, she remembers learning her name,

Sarah Snake; but upon entering kindergarten she learned to write her name as
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trader and married my great-great-grandmother. My father decided it would be
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so native because my older brothers and sister had to put up with a lot of ridicule

when they were smaller.
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her father found work there as a police officer.

It proved to be a culture shock for the entire family.



L NBYSYo S Nledhé&eSrgm Alb&rt Léd. | hated it. We came from
indoor plumbing to move into a house with no running water, outhouses and no
heat -- and it was 1964.
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know what it was, but our family always got picked on. | remember thinking when
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nothing I could do to change the outside of me, of what | looked like. We were
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The LaPointe family moved back to Albert Lea when Sarah was a young teenager.
She was happy to be home again.

But it was also a time of unrest.

AIM, a Native American activist organization in the United States, burst on the

international scene with its seizure of the Bureau of the Indian Affairs

headquarters in Washington, D.C. in 1972 and mounted the Trail of Broken
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For Sarah, it was a time when she would begin to realize the significance of her
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over the Bureau of Indian Affairs office. | was only 17-years-old and told my mom

LQY 3J2Ay3 gKSGKSNI @2dz tA1S AG 2N y200
@ 2dzQNBE 3I2y S

G¢KS RIFIe 2F yS3I20AFLGA2yas GKSe alAR 4S5
by every exit there was a big trashcan full of water and next to them were open
containers of disposable diapers. My uncle said when you get tear-gassed, put



(the diapers) in the water and hold them over your face and that will help put
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her to the roof of a building where she would be safer. What her uncle was about
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As Sarah entered high school, the racial taunting continued. When she competed

In @ music contest and sang a song in her native language, some of the students
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about the meaning of my last name - bridge - and how | could try to bridge this
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GROWN UP AND GLOBAL

Seven years ago Sarah took a position as Director of Human Resources working
for Ho Chunk Incorporated, a globally based company. She is now building bridges
around the world; still, discrimination continues to set up road blocks.
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Government. The government would set certain (grants) aside to help Native

American people, then all 538 tribes would have to compete for money. The
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explains.
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With the unrest of the 1970s movement also came the renewed desire of the

Native American people to be self-sufficient. They had fought for years to get

their reservation land back in lowa after the Army Corps of Engineers had
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were very successful. We started making money, so the government allowed the

riverboat to come in and took our business away. So to diversify, we needed to do

something else. We needed to develop our economic face instead of just relying
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Then a young tribal member named Lance Morgan moved back to Winnebago.

He had worked as an attorney for a large firm in the Twin Cities and had a degree
in economics from Harvard Law School. He called the tribe together and
suggested investing their money into building an economic development branch
to provide employment for the people and guarantee self-sufficiency.
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Lance knew that in order for tribes to be successful politics needed to be separate
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With Lance as CEQO, the tribe invested in Ho Chunk Incorporated. His theory paid
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fuel and native tobacco products. Then we sold native products on-line called
allnative.com. We had some motels and sold those, then took the profit and re-
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Then Lance master-minded a non-profit organization called Ho Chunk
Development Corporation. The small stores they developed on the reservation
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There was reason to be wary.
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250 parcels a day with UPS and FED EX. Then the government put a stop to that.
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them through the U. S. Postal Service which is now being questioned in Congress

if we can do that. And in every state we sell in, we have to buy that state tax

stamp.
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Many privately owned Native American businesses are now contracted because

there are special provisions for government businesses with native owned firms.
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Department of Defense and the State Department. We have 16 U. S. employees
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at Camp Atterbury that work with the soldiers getting ready to go to Iraq. They

actually set up a village and get our soldiers ready to handle the situation.
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offer ITT services to STRATCOM in Bellevue and have trained employees in
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Ho Chunk now has its own marketing company where jewelry, clothing and other
items can be purchased on-line from allnative.com.

When Lance began thinking about how much Indian tribes spend on office
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company called Flatwater that is specialty cut meat and a new pharmaceutical.

We started a new telephone company called Red Sky and opened up our own



used car lot and sold them just below cost so we help our people build up their
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have happened to us. We talk about how long are they going to let us have this.
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TEACH YOUR CHILDREN

Besides being a part of a global company, Sarah has served as the chief
clerk/administrator and had been a lay judge for the tribal court.

She was recognized for her excellence in leadership, character and contributions

to her community by the Women of Excellence in the Women Helping Women

category, and also serves as the Red Life Youth Group minister for St. Augustine
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center, escorted teens to Rome to perform traditional Winnebago dances for the
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Sarah tells of an experience as a cheerleadingO2 I OKY daé& 2dzy A 2NJ KA
a basketball tournament and were all excited because there were some boys that

wanted them to play basketball outside. After they got out to play they started
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The girls reacted in the normal hurtful manner, but Sarah made a suggestion that
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they should have done was turned to that young boy (who called them names)
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The cheerleading squad was confronted once again by the young man, and one of
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Native American with a government issued numbers. Those numbers are locked
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taken out of my paycheck. Because | live on a reservation anything | purchase
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order for me to be exempt at a store owned by white people. | have to use that
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land.
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Even though racial discrimination is an on-going struggle, Sarah continues to live

up to her name -- building bridges wherever possible.
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